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occasion, with the words, "We present to the imperial
city of Liibeck the kingdom and the city, and not to
that rogue, Gustavus Erikson, who stands there."

It must not be supposed, however, that Christian
so quietly and easily abandoned his Danish crown to
his uncle and rival. He made many attempts to
enlist the various courts in his favour. Especially
did he try to gain the help of his brother-in-law, the
emperor, but the League was too clever and too
strong for him. He did get together an army of
mercenaries, but his means of paying them soon ran
out, though to attain that end he pawned or sold all
his treasures and the queen's jewels. At last, he had
to fly in terror from his own soldiers who were
enraged at his inability either to pay them their
wages, or at least lead them to some town they
could plunder.

Nevertheless, Christian was not daunted. He was
a man not easily dismayed. He intrigued on every
hand to regain his kingdom, and at last, fancying
that the Lutheran doctrines he had embraced pre-
judiced the emperor against him, he formally re-
nounced Protestantism and returned into the' bosom
of the Romish Church.

Christian had not erred in his calculations. This
step induced Charles to be more favourable to him,
and for a while he lent him his countenance, soon,
however, to withdraw it Still the brief favour suf-
ficed to enable him to get together a strong army
to attack Denmark. Frederick, alarmed, turned to
Ltibeck for aid, and did not turn in vain. Indeed,
his ambassadors admitted that " Lubeckers had